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Patt Liston

From: "Patti Liston" <pliston 1@bresnan.net>

To: <yndarmossirnt.net=

Ce: <Jany@imt net>; <cspneau@3rivers.net>; <onail@centurytel net=, <perrysd3&@aol.com>;
cdaveew@gmaiimm>;,<cwilliarns@montanadsi.nat>

Sent: Thursday, February 01, 2007 8:23 PM

Subject: Senate Bill 323

Dear Members of the Senate Judiciary Comimitiee:

My wife and | would fike to solicit your support for Senate Bl 323 wiich will sunset the Cerlificate of Public
Advantage (COPA) related to Benefis Healthcare in Great Falls. My wife and 1 have worked for Benefis
Healthcare since it was formed in 1986, My wife sterted working for Montana Deaconess Medical Centeras a
Clinical Laboratory Scientist (Medical Technologist) around 41980, | started my caraer st Columbus Hospital in
1671 when | began my training at the Cotumbus Hospitsl Schoot of Radiclogic Technaiogy. After graduating in
1973 | was hired as & staff technologist with tesching responsibiities in the school. In 1975 | became the
Program Director for the School of Radiolegic Technology and have held that position ever gince.

The COPA was put in piace in 1996 when Columbus Hospital an4 Montana Deaconess Medical Center merged to
form Banefis Healthcars. The COPA was designed o provide state government oversight to prevent the new
hospital from exerting its ability to regulate nealthcare prices and services as the sole provider of healthcare
service in the Great Falls area. As you are probably aware, Benefis Heaithcare is no longer the anly hospital in
Great Falis, butiit is the only one in Montana regulated by a COPA. Benefis Healthcare is not like its "for profit”
compatition in that it does not have the ability to "chemy pick” which patients it will admit and treat at its faciiity.
The competing hospital has the ability to determine which patients it will refer to its own facility and which it wil
reat ot Bonefis Healthcars. |t does not make financial sense fo parform expensive Surgical proceduras on
patierits who have no insurance or very limited ability to pay at your own facifity and take a loss if you are a "Jor
profit” operation. in fact it would maxe more sense 10 sand them it your competition after hours so that they not
only take the financial ivss from not getting fully reimbursed for the cost of the procedure, but the aiso have fo pay
their employees overtime wages to perform the precedure,  in addition o the loss of surgical procedures to the
new surgical hospitai, Benefis Healthcare also provides the only Emergengy Roorn and Renal Dialysis services in
the Great Falls area. Both of these services are & necessary parl of the healthcare defivery syatem it provides
northcentral Montana, but they do not provide income for the hospital. The COPA slants the field of cornpetition
i favor of the “for profit” surgical hospital due to the fact that it does not have the same regulatory oversight
Having the COPA in piace aiso affects the ability of Benefis Healthcars to arrange financing for major
improvements at the lowest possbie cost 1o the hospital. It is esiimated that the cost to Berefis Healthcare for
COPA regulation compliance and exira loan interest dus to the COPA wili be approximately $880,00.00 per year.
This is money that could be better spant on improving the delivery of healthcars for the citzens of Montana.
Benefis Healthcare has sirived to provide high quality healthcare services throughout its history and its succeas in
doing 80 is shown through the numercus nationally recognized awards it has received. This bill is not asking for
anything other than to allow Benefis Healthcare to compete on equal ground with its competition. Please show
%ﬁﬁ.ﬁ’%ﬁ?’; gr a community asset and heip fo sunset something that has outlived its need. Please support

Sincerely,

Tom and Patti Liston /) 7 %“/;/,/1 5t/

3520 8th Avenue South 2t 7it?

Great Falls, Mondana 59405 e
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FAX TRANSMITTAL

-

Date:  February 1, 207
To:  Senare Judicia. v Commircee

From: Kelly Michel

Berefis Hezltheare
Re:  Support SB 323 - Sunser the (OPA
Dear Senator:

We need your support of SB 323 to sunset the COPA. ‘This is an urgent matter. Here are a few
facts regarding COPA vou need to know.

s  The Certificate of Public Advartage (COPA)Y was created over ten years aga when Benefis
Healthcare had no competition. Since then, the healtheare landscape has changed
dramaticallv. The Great Falls Clinic has partnered with Bssentia Health—a massive multi-state
healtheare system—and opened up a for-profit specialty hospita! in Grear Falls.

¢ Benefis accepts this comperition will remain. Bur the SOPA-which was designzd tor a
hospital with no competition ~ is now more punitive to Berefis and slanrs the playing field in
favor of the for-profit specialty hospital.

¢  Benefis has gone on record and will keep its prices in the lower half of hespital pricss in
Montana. Even without the COPA.

o The COPA is expensive and Benefis and the patierts it serves pay the direct costs of the
regulation. In addition, the COPA will impact Benefis bond rating. The costs of the COFA
regulation compliance and extra interest combined total approximately $880,000 per year.
Thus the COPA diverts funds away from healtheare delivery throughout the region and
iricreases healthrare costs in Greag Falls,

¢  Many other hespitals throughour the srate have no competition within their cities - but
they are not subject te a COPA. Berefis is the only hospital in Montana subject to 2 COFA,
and the Benefis COPA is one of only three COPA's left in the United Smaces. Ali others have
expired. COPA’s are known throughout the healtheare industry as "regularory dinosaurs.”

s Benefis has gore above and beyond all the requirements set forth in the COPA. Withou
the COPA Benefis would still be regulated by JCAHO, CMS, OIG, and many other agencies -

just like every other hospital in Montana,

Benefis must be granted relief from the COPA. Flease Support 8B 323 ~ and sunset the COPA.
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